
Hello Friends of Clemson Crew! 

 

I hope you all are enjoying the tail end of the winter season, in whatever state you decide to lay 
your head. I know the groundhog said winter was on its way out, but based on the recent 
snowstorm (and we’ll use that term lightly for any of you northern folks), it sounds like 
Clemson had a different idea! Fortunately, spring will come all the same, and with it, as I’m sure 
you all remember so dearly, comes the annual Spring Break Training trip! 

Clemson Crew is once again returning to the sandy shores of Florida for their weeklong 
adventure of sun, tan-lines, manatees, and rowing. Cocoa Beach, Florida has been the 
destination of choice for the last few years, and this year will be no exception. Ah, but if only 
the Days Inn Motel could speak, the stories it would tell! This trip has been a staple of Clemson 
Crew’s spring season for years, and aside from getting hours of valuable, dedicated practice 
time prior to the spring regattas, Spring Break has always been about so much more. It’s the 
unofficial rite-of-passage onto the team, where memories are made and friendships are 
solidified with your fellow crewbies. Beach volleyball tournaments, 2am pizza runs, and if the 
calendar lines up just right, celebrating St. Patrick’s Day with 100+ of your closest friends – the 
list goes on and on of awesome memories (and this is just the censored version).  

Spring Break is such an integral part of the Clemson Crew experience, and here at Friends of 
Clemson Crew, we recognize how important it is to enjoy this week with your teammates. We 
also recognize that it does cost a fair chunk of change, which can be a burden to some and 
dissuade others entirely. To help offset the cost of Spring Break for the team, and lower the 
cost per rower, we are starting our annual Spring Break Fundraiser! Being our first year, our 
only goal is to raise as much as possible to donate to the team, to help with hotel costs, skiff 
rentals, gas for the truck & trailer, etc. This year’s fundraiser will run until March 16th. 
Donations can be made through the Friends of Clemson Crew website – just make sure to jot 
down “Spring Break” in the description box.  

As Alumni, we’ve all been through a Spring Break or two (or three or four). Let’s pass it on to 
the next generation of Clemson Crew rowers, and let them make some awesome memories of 
their own under the Florida sun. 

Thank you, 

 

Connor Marcinek 

President, Friends of Clemson Crew 


